Sequence IIIE Average Piston Varnish Industry Alarm Log

January 1, 1996 to present

April 1996 (Precision Alarm)
The industry experienced a single point precision alarm. This alarm was due to several laboratories with different severity levels reporting reference oil tests in a row. No other cause for this alarm was identified and the alarm cleared with subsequent testing.

May-June 1996 (Severity Alarm, mild direction)

The industry experienced four mild severity alarms of varying duration’s. Three of the alarms were of one data point and one alarm was of two data points. The initial alarm was caused by a single reference oil test that sounded a mild Shewhart severity alarm. This test shifted the industry chart mild, but still within limits. Two data points later, the industry exceeded the warning limit.  The remaining three alarms were caused by additional tests being conducted at laboratories with mild performance on APV. These mild runs were intermixed with data from a lab with severe performance on APV, causing the intermittent alarm condition. Subsequent testing cleared the alarm condition. No other cause for this alarm was identified.

August 1996 (Precision Alarm)
The industry experienced a single point precision alarm. This alarm was due to two laboratories with opposite severity levels (one mild, one severe) reporting four reference oil tests in alternating order. No other cause for this alarm was identified and the alarm cleared with subsequent testing.

January 1998 (Precision Alarm)
The industry has experienced a precision alarm for a period of 10 data points. This alarm was caused by several reference oil tests on reference oil 1006, which is new to the LTMS.  Three of the results during this alarm were unacceptably mild on APV (2.65, 2.42, 1.88 (/s) using reference oil 1006. No explanation for these mild results has been found at this time, however the investigation is ongoing.  Currently the industry has returned within limits.

February 1998 (Severity and Precision Alarm, severe direction)
The industry has experienced a severity alarm in the severe direction due to a single test on reference oil 1006.  This test was extremely severe on APV (-5.23 (/s) and caused the four-point severity and three-point precision alarms the industry experienced.  No cause for the alarm has been identified and the TMC is investigating the performance of reference oil 1006.  The industry has currently returned within limits.

March 1998 (Severity and Precision Alarm, severe direction)
The industry has experienced a second severity alarm in the severe direction due to a single test on reference oil 1006.  This test was extremely severe on APV (-3.67 (/s) and caused the four-point severity and two-point precision alarms the industry experienced.  No cause for the alarm has been identified and the TMC is investigating the performance of reference oil 1006.  The industry has currently returned within limits.

The Industry has experienced no other alarms.

Page 1 of 1

Last updated on 02/24/99 1:35 PM

