
Minutes of Sequence VIII Conference Call 

February 21, 2008 

 

Chairman Fred Gerhart started the call at 1:30 PM CST. 

 

Roll call was taken with 12 voting members present for the call. 

 

Discussion 

• TMC gave a brief overview of severity trends. There is a 1.62 standard deviation 

(11 mg.) shift severe for TBWL. Calibration per start rate is 17%. 

• Panel is in agreement that lead is leaching from the 0306 bearings. 

• Would like to see a limited size bearing batch. The 0306 bearings had problems 

right from the beginning. Milky appearance of PA08, rust on the steel backing of 

the bearings, and a coating on the copper lead bearing surface were some of the 

problems. 

• 11-93 bearings had Pb levels of 400 ppm before problems occurred.  

• Paubla Mexico is only plant location that can produced H24 bearings. For the 

0306 bearing production everything was a close to specification as possible. The 

only difference was a double broach instead of a single broach. Bearings were 

placed into storage oil (PA08) immediately after production. Plant will now 

accept minimum order of 500 pieces. Previously the minimum order was 5000 

pieces. Estimated eight weeks  

• One additive company is of the opinion that 0306 bearings never produced 

expected results.  

• EF-411 is base oil without any additives. 

• In April 1993 a study was done on three potential storage oils (PA04, EF411, and 

mineral oil) at 200 F for 112 hours. Of the three oils, the mineral oil showed the 

least amount of bearing weight change. 

• The large order of 0306 bearings was due to requirement of minimum order of 

5000 pieces and the end of life deadline by Federal Mogul on bearings containing 

lead. 

• Root cause is not known for lead leaching 

• Panel is divided on batch size. 

o GM – big batch but only do final broach on an annual basis 

o Infineum – small batch of bearings is preferred 

o Lubrizol – wants big batch of bearings. 

o Intertek – limited size bearing batch 

o Federal Mogul – in favor of GM proposal  

 

Motions 

Motion 1 – Charlie Leveret / Dwight Bowden Cease all Sequence VIII testing until a 

resolution is brought forward. Roll call vote results 3 For / 3 Against / 6 Waives. Motion 

failed. 

Motion 2 – Fred Gerhart / Sid Clark Make a limited production run of 0306 bearings.  A 

small taks force will try and meet to work out the details of production  following the 
VID  lab visits.  Roll call vote results 10 For / 0 Against / 2 Waive. Motion passed 








