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Chairman Farnsworth called the meeting to order at 9:02am.  The Agenda was passed out and reviewed.  
{The Agenda is shown in Attachment 1.} 
 
Membership Changes – Andy Ritchie replaces Gordon Farnsworth.  {A Membership list, which was 

circulated at the meeting, is shown in Attachment 2.}   
 
Motion & Action Item Recorder – Bill Buscher is the Motion & Action Item recorder for this meeting. 
 
Approval of 11/16/04 Meeting Minutes – The minutes for the 11/16/04 meeting were approved 

unanimously and without comment. 
 
Review of Action Items – The action items from the last meeting were reviewed in detail.  {A copy of 

those Action Items is shown in Attachment 3.}  4 items completed. 
 
Fuel Supply Report – Jim Carter reported fuel usage as shown on Attachment 4.  The last 5 fuel 

batches are shown in Attachment 4.  RVP is on the low end and has been bumped up by the addition 
of isobutane and isopentane (see attachment).   Jim agreed to supply labs contact information about 
determining remaining quantities of existing fuel. 
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Test Sponsor Report – No Test Sponsor report was given.  Sequence VG engines may be available for 

$1500 + core charge from Ford dealerships.  TMC is to survey labs for part needs to maintain 
inventories to 2009+.  TEI should be included on the survey to maintain head inventories. 

 
TMC Report – Due to time constraints, Rich Grundza did not present the TMC report at the Chairman’s 

request.  His full report can be reviewed at the following link: 
 

ftp://ftp.astmtmc.cmu.edu/docs/gas/sequencev/semiannualreports/vg-4-2005.pdf 
 
The current reference oil trends are shown below: 
 

Parameter Average Δ/s Shift Direction 
RAC 0.439 0.1 Mild 
AES 0.553 0.4 Mild 
APV -0.536 -0.13 Severe 
AEV -0.145 -0.03 On Target 
OSCR -0.452 -7.0 Mild 

 
 

RSI Report – There were no questions regarding the emailed report. 
 
 
O&H Report – The only comment noted was that OHT dipsticks need to go in the correct oil dipstick 

tube apparently there was some issue with this last period. 
 

Review Rate & Report Items – The chair presented emails (Attachment 5) regarding the ACC analysis 
of Rate & Report items (pin wear and ring gap increase).  In addition to the ACC analysis, the TMC 
was requested by ACC to analyze ACC supplied candidate test data.  Based on the ACC and TMC 
analyses, ACC PAPTG has concluded that pin wear and gap increase are not parameters that can be 
used to effectively measure candidate oil performance in the VG and requested that they be removed 
as rate and report parameters.  

 
 Mike Riley presented Attachment 6, which was based on VG and field test data, that also concluded 

that follower pin and ring gap increase should be removed as rate and report parameters. 
 

As a result of this information, Bill Buscher motioned and Jerry Bryce seconded, that follower pin 
wear and ring gap increase are to be removed as rate and report parameters.   The motioned 
passed. 
 
 

Operational Data Review – Dan Worcester presented Attachment 7.  After some debate, it was 
agreed that ‘If a test exceeds 2 hours of lost electronic data the test is operationally invalid’.  An 
information letter will be written.   

 
Fuel Batch Approval - Rich Grundza presented Attachment 8.   Infienum had also done an analysis 

(not presented at the meeting) on the fuel batch and concluded similar results to the TMC.   The 
analysis indicated that the new fuel batch was severe on AES, RAC, APV and AEV.  To use the new 
fuel, correction factors would need to be implemented.  A motion was made to accept the TMC’s 
correction factors and the use of the new fuel batch.  The vote tallied one negative.   After some 
additional discussion, it was decided to revisit the topic on the following Tuesday in hopes of 
resolving the negative.  The final conclusion, post-meeting, was to letter ballot the information letter 
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before moving ahead with the correction factors.  Report forms will be modified to include 
superscripts so that users will understand that the appropriate correction was applied. 

 
The panel also discussed whether the fuel supplier would supply the fuel recipe to TMC for future 
use.  At this point the fuel supplier has not complied.  The panel was disappointed that the 
replacement fuel batch was not made available prior to depleting the current fuel batch.   
 
New fuel batch is to be added to a laboratory’s fuel tank when the current fuel level is below 10% of 
the final fuel mixture’s total volume. 
 
Dwight Bowden motioned and Dave Glaenzer seconded that tests are to be run on only one fuel 
batch. 
 

Test Precision Procedure – Frank Farber presented Attachment 9.  The recommendation was to 
update the test procedure with the LTMS severity adjustment standard deviations and use the test 
precision calculation procedure as outlined on the attachment.  The panel approved this 
recommendation.  

 
Sequence IIIG LTMS Implementation – Ben Weber is to compile a list of pros and cons of the 

Sequence IIIG LTMS system for panel review. 
 
OSCRLG Issue –   The panel reviewed a letter sent by Mike Pansza the CRC workshop coordinator 

(Attachment 10).  The panel agreed that the test method wording regarding oil screen clogging 
needed to be clarified so that oil screen clogging does not include debris.  Section 13.4.1.3 of the test 
method will be revised via information letter. 

 
 

 
Scope and Objectives – Chairman Farnsworth presented the Scope and Objectives of the Sequence VG 

Surveillance Panel for review (Attachment 11).  The objectives were modified as shown. 
 
 
 
Old Business – There was no old business. 
 
New Business – There was no new business. 
 
 
One last note – This meeting marked the end of an era for the Sequence VG Surveillance Panel. Our 

dedicated and never at a loss for words chairman is stepping down and passing the chairmanship on 
to Andy Ritchie.  After 28 years of unending service to the Sequence V group Gordon is moving on to 
a well earned retirement. We all wish him well and thank him for his relentless pursuit of 
accomplishing the objectives of the panel and the sharing of his memorable adventures.   To Gordon, 
we say “Thank You” and to Andy, “Welcome Aboard”.  Gordon, you will have to get use to the 
picture. 

 



Sequence VG Surveillance Panel Meeting 
May 19, 2005 
Tunkhannock, PA 
 

 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 pm.  
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Motions and Action Items 

As Recorded at the Meeting by Bill Buscher 

 
1. Motion – Approval of Minutes for 11/16/04.  Approved without changes. 

Dwight Bowden / Bill Buscher III / Passed unanimously 
 
2. Action Item – Jim Carter will supply Dow contact information to the laboratories for 

acquiring information on remaining allocations of the current SVGM2 fuel batch. 
 
3. Action Item – The TMC will survey the laboratories on what Sequence VG parts they 

would be interested in purchasing if Ford Power Products would be willing to issue 
an additional parts solicitation.  Dan Worcester and Bill Buscher will generate a parts 
list and forward it to the TMC for this survey. 

 
4. Action Item – Mike Riley to contact Ford Power Products and TEI to evaluate the 

potential of offering an additional Sequence VG parts solicitation and an additional 
Sequence VG cylinder head build. 

 
5. Motion – Discontinue the requirement for the roller follower pin wear and ring gap 

increase rate and report items from the Sequence VG test procedure.  Effective 
05/19/05. 

Bill Buscher III / Jerry Brys / Passed unanimously 
 
6. Motion – Modify the Sequence VG test procedure to state if a test has greater than 2 

hours of lost electronic data acquisition on any controlled parameter, the test will be 
considered operationally invalid. 
Dan Worcester / Bill Buscher III / Passed unanimously 

 
 
 
7. Motion – Use the linear regression correction equation (2.175 + AES)/1.192 for AES, 

the linear regression correction equation ((RAC + 0.627)/1.040 for RAC, a fixed 
correction factor +0.19 for AEV, a fixed correction factor +0.54 for APV and no 
correction factor for OSCR as industry correction factors to be applied to all tests 
conducted using the new Haltermann SVGM2 fuel (batch number TA1921LS15).  
These temporary industry correction factors will be reviewed and finalized when 5 
tests are available on reference oils 1009, 1006-2 and 925-3. 

Dwight Bowden / Mike Riley / 7 For 1 Against 2 Waive 
Final vote will be updated Tuesday 05/24/05. 
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8. Action Item – Include superscripts on test report form defining the industry 

correction factors that will be applied to all tests conducted using the new 
Haltermann SVGM2 fuel (batch number TA1921LS15). 

 
9. Motion – New fuel batch will be only added to a laboratory’s fuel tank when the 

current fuel level is below 10% of the final fuel mixture’s total volume. 

Dwight Bowden / Dave Glaenzer / Passed unanimously 
 
10. Motion – Update the test method precision statement in D6593 to reflect LTMS SA 

standard deviations. 

Frank Farber / Dan Worcester / Passed unanimously 
 
11. Action Item – Chairman of the LTMS, Ben Weber to investigate the pros and cons of 

the new IIIG LTMS system and study how well it could potentially be applied to the 
VG. Report back to the group by the November meeting. 

 
12. Motion – Modify Sequence VG test procedure section 13.4.1.3 to state: “Determine 

the percentage of the total screen opening that is obstructed with sludge.  
Determine the percentage of the total screen opening that is obstructed with 
debris.” 
Rich Grundza / Dave Glaenzer / Passed unanimously 
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Attachment 4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SEQUENCE VG FUEL REPORT 
 
May 12, 2005 
 

ORIGINAL BATCH 
 
SALEABLE GALLONS AT HALTERMANN PRODUCTS    21,800 
 
GALLONS SHIPPED 6 MONTH PERIOD 
 11/1/04 thru 5-12-05            66,667 
 
AVERAGE USAGE PER MONTH         10,499 
 
NUMBER OF TESTS SUPPORTED BY PRESENT INVENTORY          15 
 
NUMBER OF MONTHS OF INVENTORY ON HAND              2 
 

NEW BATCH 
 

SALEABLE GALLONS AT HALTERMANN PR 
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Attachment 11 
 
 
 
 

ASTM SEQUENCE V SURVEILLANCE PANEL 
 

SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES 
 
 
SCOPE 
 
The Sequence V Surveillance Panel is responsible for the surveillance and continued improvement of 
the Sequence VG test documented in ASTM Standard D6593 as updated by the Information Letter 
System.  Data on test precision and laboratory versus field correlation will be solicited and evaluated 
at least every six months.  Improvements in rating technique, test operation, test monitoring and test 
validation will be accomplished through continual communication with the Test Sponsor, ASTM Test 
Monitoring Center, ASTM BO.01, Passenger Car Engine Oil Classification Panel, ASTM Light Duty 
Rating Task Force, ASTM Committee B0.01, CMA Monitoring Agency and CRC Motor Rating 
Methods Group.  Actions to improve the process will be recommended when deemed appropriate 
based on input from the preceding. Industry transition to new engine hardware batches will be 
monitored and redistribution of existing hardware facilitated to accomplish uniform industry 
implementation.  Development and correlation of updated test procedures with previous test 
procedures will be reviewed by the panel.  This process will provide the best possible test procedure 
for evaluating automotive lubricant performance with respect to the lubricant's ability to prevent 
engine sludge, engine varnish, oil screen plugging, oil ring clogging and ring sticking. 
 
 
Objectives Target Date 
1.    Future engine supply plan 

Nov., 2005 
2.    Review temporary fuel severity corrections when 5 tests are  
available on all three oils – 925-3, 1009, 1006-2 Nov. 2005 
 
 
 
G. R. FARNSWORTH, Chairman  Updated May 19, 2005 
Sequence VG Surveillance Panel  Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania 
 
 
 
 
 




