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Chairman Farnsworth called the meeting to order at 2:38pm.  The Agenda was passed out and reviewed.  
{The Agenda is shown in Attachment 1.} 
 
Motion & Action Item Recorder – Bill Buscher is the Motion & Action Item recorder for this meeting. 
 
Membership Changes – John Moffa of Castrol is no longer a member.  A replacement has not been 

named at this time.  Mark Sutherland replaces Alfredo Montez as the Oronite member. {A 
Membership list, which was circulated at the meeting, is shown in Attachment 2.}   

 
Approval of 6/11/03 Meeting Minutes – The minutes for the 6/11/03 meeting were approved 

unanimously and without comment. 
 
Review of Action Items – The action items from the last meeting were reviewed.  {A copy of those 

Action Items is shown in attachment 3.}   
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VG Bore Wear Study – Mike Riley presented his report on the Sequence VG Bore Wear Study.  {A copy 

of his presentation is shown in attachment 4.}  The study was conducted on 13 engine blocks 
supplied by the test laboratories, using two different pieces of metrology equipment.  The two 
instruments used in the study were briefly reviewed, along with the pros and cons of both 
instruments relative to this study.  The study found negligible differences in bore wear on reference 
oils 1009, 1006, and 925 using the PAT Incometer instrument.  The process of bore wear 
measurement was discussed amongst the group, particularly in comparison to the processes used in 
Diesel liner wear.  Ford will continue to investigate this issue, but at this time no Surveillance Panel 
action is required. 

 
Roller Pin and Ring Wear Measurement Status – Elimination of these measurements is a pending 

item of business before the Surveillance Panel.  These items are “rate and report” parameters in the 
test and also in the current performance category for candidate oils.  An analysis of the candidate oil 
data in the RSI database proved to be unsatisfactory to some of the members of the Surveillance 
Panel.  There was some discussion of asking RSI to perform another analysis of the data since the 
raw candidate data is not available to the panel membership.  Chairman Farnsworth will again ask 
RSI to perform another analysis on this data for the panel to review.  This item was tabled until the 
next Surveillance Panel meeting. 

 
Hardware Items – The panel then discussed several hardware issues. 
 
Spark Plugs – The latest engine kits came with AGSF32FM spark plugs, while the industry is currently 

using AWSF32PP spark plugs.  Bill Buscher had an example of each type for the panel to review. 
 
Motion (Bill Buscher/Dave Glaenzer) Use either spark plug in Sequence VG testing.  The motion passed 

8-0-1. 
 
Piston Chamfers – Dan Worcester presented some information on piston chamfers versus ring gap and 

how it affects blowby results.  {His presentation is shown in Attachment 5.}  After much discussion, 
the consensus seemed to be that the laboratories have learned how to deal with the current 
hardware and that reworking the current hardware has more potential pitfalls than benefits at this 
time.  On future hardware this issue will be reviewed, but at this time the panel will take no action. 

 
Piston Skirt Cleaning Before Test – Dan Worcester presented some information about discoloration 

over time of the tin-plating on the piston skirt.  In the current Sequence VG test, cleaning of pistons 
is not allowed. 

 
Motion (Dan Worcester/Jerry Brys) Examine the piston skirts prior to engine assembly for discoloration.  

If the piston rates below a 10.0 on the CRC varnish rating scale (CRC Manual 20), clean the pistons 
with a Scotch Brite 7445 pad. Reject any pistons on which the discoloration cannot be removed.  
Place a note in the test report that the pistons were cleaned prior to assembly.  The motion passed 
unanimously 9-0-0. 

 
Wiring Harness – Dwight Bowden commented that the engine harness is no longer available through 

the dealer network and that OH Technologies, Inc. will make a replacement harness available. 
 
Review of Quality Index Limits – Dan Worcester made a brief presentation on QI limits in the 

Sequence VG test and how they compare to the U&L values used in other test areas.  Rich Grundza 
then presented a summary of the QI deviations recorded to date in industry as well as the changes to 
QI U&L values since the introduction of QI monitoring.  He also presented a review of a few tests 
with QI results outside the current limits and new U&L values calculated from those two tests. 
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Motion (Dan Worcester/Dave Glaenzer) Change the MAP and EBP U&L values to ±0.400 and ±0.17 of 
the target value, respectively, effective 5/12/04.  The motion passed 9-0-0. 

 
Fuel Supplier Report – Jim Carter presented the fuel supplier report.  {A copy o  his repor  is shown in

attachment 6.}  Haltermann has 166,000 gallons of saleable fuel on hand, which is approximately a 
10-month inventory.  Rich Grundza will lead a small group to develop a plan for the blending of 
another fuel batch.  Mr. Grundza will schedule a conference call in the near future on this topic.   

 
GF-4 Category Reference Oil – The Sequence VG Surveillance Panel does not desire a GF-4 Category 

Reference Oil at this time. 
 
Rater Calibration System Status Report – Rich Grundza made a brief presentation on the results of 

latest Rating Workshop.  The raters recommended a revised definition of the term “debris” to mean 
all matter not immediately recognizable as byproducts of the combustion process when rating the oil 
screen.  The sludge interpolation requirement, listed in 13.2.2.1, was discussed during the workshop, 
as several raters were not aware of the requirement as defined in the procedure.  A review of the 
current definition listed in the procedure showed that the new definition is no different than the 
current one, making a change unnecessary. 

 
Scope and Objectives – The Scope & Objectives were reviewed.  {A copy of the Scope and Objectives 

is shown in attachment 7.} 
 
{The Motions & Action Items from this meeting, as recorded by Mr. Buscher, is shown in Attachment 8.} 
 
The next meeting is at the call of the chairman. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:04pm. 
 












































































