Caterpillar C13 Surveillance Panel
Unconfirmed Minutes
Tuesday March 12, 2008
1:00 pm – 4:30 pm
Southwest Research Institute - Building 209
San Antonio, Texas

Membership / Attendance – Chairman Jim Gutzwiller indicated that the previous secretary, Secretary Position        Stacy Bond has accepted a new position, and he is no longer a member of this panel. Jim asked for volunteers to accept the position of  Panel Secretary  full time. There were no volunteers, but Pat Fetterman agreed to act as secretary pro temp for this meeting only as it is not appropriate for one company to hold both the Chairmanship and the Secretary positions.

I do not have a copy of the attendance list to attach. Jade Katinas from Caterpillar called into the meeting and was later joined by Dave Hackett, Elizabeth Breuer and Hattian Gadi to discuss concerns with valve guide wear and chipping. The agenda is in attachment one.





Approval of Minutes -
June 18, 2007 Meeting – The minutes were approved as issues.

TMC Report - 
Jeff Clark repeated the Industry Services presentation he had made earlier in the Mack Surveillance Panel, and then covered the C13 standard TMC report. Jeff’s presentations are in attachments two and three.

There has been no recent referencing activity, and some amount of TMC831 reference oil remains at the labs.

We have a total of 15 C13 reference tests, but there are issues with the data. The results from two labs have a huge impact on R2TC standard deviation and on oil consumption, and one of these labs is not calibrated.

Jeff questioned whether it was time to update test targets, and following a brief discussion of what data to use he made a motion with a second by Riccardo Conti to proceed with a target update using all calibrated lab results (N=14) and use these targets for any testing with the new reference oil batch TMC831-1.

There was a brief discussion as to whether the test count should be N=14 or N=13, but there was no legitimate reason to not use the data from all calibrated labs, so the motion stayed with N=14.

The motion passed with unanimous support. 
Jeff asked if we should start using TMC831-1 now, and Pat Fetterman made a motion with a second from Riccardo Conti to start using TMC831-1 immediately for all reference testing.

This motion also passed with unanimous support.







Parts Supplier Update -  Jade Katinas reported that Caterpillar has completed a C13 test parts inventory, and they do not see any parts supply issues.







· Valve Guide Chipping / Wear – There was an observation that the original valve guides which had been used in matrix testing appeared to have some kind of dark (possibly phosphate) coating, and the current guides are shiny and bright. In addition, it appears that the “new” guides are showing much more wear at EOT than the “old” guides, and there has been some “chipping” seen on the top of the “new” guides.
Dave Hackett replied that edge of the valve guide is very delicate, and they require special handling to avoid damage. It’s likely the “chipping” occurred during handling in the Caterpillar Morton parts center, and all parts should be carefully inspected and rejected if damaged. He also stated that Caterpillar had inspected the “worn” parts which had been sent to them, and all pieces were within Caterpillar reusability guidelines – they have no concern over wear. He agreed to have Jade send out the Caterpillar valve guide reusability guidelines to the group. N.B. these have not been sent to the secretary pro temp.

Dave stated that the dark coating was a magnesium oxide coating, and the shiny guides have a “special surface treatment”. He postulated that most of the observed wear occurred in the first few hours of operation and noted that guide wear is very difficult to measure. The guides are double threaded with one deep and one shallow thread.

It was noted that the C13 test calls for the guides to be replaced after each test, and Dave agreed to have Jade also send the head reusability guidelines. N.B. again, no guidelines have been received.  
Test Procedure - Sent to Facilitator – Jeff noted that the procedure does not mention that raters must attend training and workshops. It was suggested that we import the appropriate verbage from the single cylinder Caterpillar tests, and Jeff agreed that is appropriate. 





 
Fuel Supply Update – Scott Cobb reported that Chevron Phillips have a target of 100K gallons of safety reserve, and the PC-10 fuel is at 95K gallons. Feedstock for future supply is in good shape. However, he does expect the fuel price will increase later this year.

Any Old Business / New Business -  None brought forward.

Next Meeting  -  Possible conference call, if needed. The panel will not meet in June at the semi-annual ASTM meeting. 

Joe Franklin noted that ASTM has removed all HD Surveillance Panel meetings from the semi-annual meeting agenda. Meeting rooms will probably still available, but meetings will be by exception rather than pre-planned.







