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1. Call to order/Attendance/Minutes/Agenda 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Jim Gutzwiller.  Attendance was taken by Chris Mazuca and is included as Attachment1.  The minutes from the 06/08/05 and 06/20/05 meeting were unanimously accepted. The agenda as sent out by Jim Gutzwiller is included as Attachment2.

2. Parts

Chuck Dutart reported that the CAT investigation of the cam idler gear problem is making slow progress.  One of two dynamic analyses has shown a front end gear train resonance higher than CAT recommends.  Mike Griggs asked if there was a resonance that the labs could avoid.  Chuck Dutart replied that the CAT gear train engineering department would not commit to specifics.  However, a different damper or lower inertia coupling may help.  Chuck Dutart asked that if the labs had used gears not in use that looked interesting they be sent to CAT along with an incident report.  Chuck Dutart stated that research is progressing, however there are no recommendations at this time.

Chuck Dutart stated that the IVA units that have been sent back to CAT checked out and did not reveal any problems.  Chuck Dutart continued by stating that a 3mm particle would be needed to block the gallery in the IVA unit which made it difficult for the CAT engineering staff to envision a likely gallery plugging scenario.  It was suggested by the tech center that if an IVA unit is suspect then swapping the unit with another could clear up the problem.  Chuck Dutart will post a recommended cleaning procedure for the IVA units.

Part numbers for the matrix build kit are posted on the TMC website.  Chuck Dutart asked that the labs verify receipt of their matrix build kits.

3. Referencing on non-dyed ULSD

The Mossville tech center enquired about the possibility of referencing a C13 stand on non-dyed ULSD since Illinois is unaffected by the tax and it is actually more difficult to acquire dyed fuel.  The general consensus was that since the C13 procedure calls specifically for PC-10 fuel which by definition is dyed, formulation specific, and from the same batch then the undyed ULSD could not be used to reference a stand.

4. Engine build workshop

The primary question before the surveillance panel was whether engineers should be present during the engine build workshop.  Jim Gutzwiller and Jeff Clark both reported first hand experiences of technician dialogue coming to an end the moment an engineer entered the room.  Bob Campbell stated that since one of the primary objectives of the workshop is to record differences in build procedures between labs it is imperative that the technicians communicate openly.  Ricardo Conti and Mike Griggs stated that the value of engineering presence is the ability to discuss and solve build procedure differences in a timely fashion.

As a compromise the engineers will join the technicians at lunch and at the end of the day.  Which will allow for discussion and further investigation if needed.

5. TMC Update

Jeff Clark proposed the following changes to the procedure:  1) that the 1L fuel sample be reduced to 2oz., 2) the IMP delta pressure be set to a max of 15kPa based on a Caterpillar specification for the 3406 engine.  There were no opposed.

Jeff Clark also recommended that labs planning to start a non-matrix reference contact him as soon as possible to avoid any unnecessary delays.  

6.  Final Questions and Comments

Abdul Cassim pointed out that a normalization of the OC line based on a delta at the 150 hour mark showed that the OC graphs fall almost on top of each other.  This method of normalization also does not change the slope but only moves the lines up or down.  It was commented that this was something similar to the handling of T8 viscosity data.

7. Next meeting/teleconference

The next meeting will be held 08/08/05 10am-11:30am.  Jim Gutzwiller will send out an agenda.

