 Friday June 25, 2010, 10AM EDT Teleconference

ROBO (ASTM D7528) Surveillance Panel

Minutes  Draft issued June 25, 2010

Attendance

	Ace Glass
	Alan Kramme

Chuck Carney

	ASTM TMC
	Tom Schofield

	BASF
	Phillipe Rabbat

	BP 
	Irwin Goldblatt

	Intertek
	Joe Franklin

	Lubrizol
	Rick Hartman

	RohMax
	Alan Flamberg

Ray Romaszewski

Pam DeFlavees

Justin Mills

Bernie Kinker (Consultant)

	RT Vanderbilt
	Al Filho

Ron Hiza


AGENDA:

1.  Welcome, review and revise agenda if needed.
2.  Review, revise if necessary and approve minutes from May 18, 2010 teleconference.

Minutes approved as written.  
3.  Discuss return to three oil testing.  Discuss feedback.  
Correspondence with ACC PAPTG attached.  The panel voted to 

Approve: return to testing three TMC oils, 435-1, 434-1 and 438, as the single test certification oils to be run with the prescribed frequency (435-1 assigned 50% of the times, the other two 25% each).
The change will become effective with testing assigned from now on.  Current assignments will remain as is.  Testing will continue at 50 day / 15 test intervals for now.
4.  FTIR oxidation.  Move forward.  
Joe distributed the method (email: 06/25/2010 10:24 AM) and Tom distributed the data reporting spreadsheet (email: 06/25/2010 10:50 AM).  FTIR data can be reported after receiving notification of the TMC oil identity and run analysis.  Only data for oils 434-1 and 438 with codes AC (accepted) or OC (operationally valid but statistically outside limits) should be reported.  Again, reporting is optional but encouraged.   Oils from previous runs may be reported now.
Action:  Tom will check to see if we also have permission to run ICP for Ca analysis.  (NOTE:  done – we do, for the same two oils).
5.  435-2 status.

The supplier is waiting for some more components to make the blend and is planning to make the blend as soon as they are available.
Results from a pilot blend looked encouraging. 

03/09/2010 04:56 PM

435-2 Pilot Blend Performance
Initial Vis @ 40C:   45.66 cSt

ROBO EOT Vis@ 40C:  138.5 cSt

ROBO %Vis Increase: 203.3%

ROBO MRV @ -30C:    82,900 cP (YS<35)

ROBO CCS @ -30 C:   TVTM

Based on ONE ROBO test result!

6.  Review semi-annual report.   
Bias is less mild over the past 6 months vs. previous year.  Variability is numerically higher.  Two oils, 434-1 and 438 were running severe and one oil, 435 was mild (vs. the mean for each oil).  Most runs were with 435 due to our revised schedule and this oil tends to be more variable.
Other:  Ace Glass reported that they will display their ROBO glass and component package at the next American Chemical Society national meeting in Boston beginning on August 22, 2010.  Any ROBO panel member interested in attending the exposition can contact Ace Glass for more information and a pass.

7.  Schedule next teleconference.
Either mid July or mid August depending on availability of data and any issues that may arise at the B.7 meeting.
8. Adjourn.

11:02 PM

From: alan.flamberg@evonik.com [alan.flamberg@evonik.com]
Sent: Wednesday, June 16, 2010 6:16 PM
To: Anderson, Doug
Subject: RE: ROBO

                                                                June 16, 2010 

To:  Doug Anderson 

For communication to the ACC PAPTG 

Doug, 

        Back in September 2009, we, the ATSM ROBO Surveillance Panel, received an email/letter from the ACC PAPTG, encouraging us to alter our TMC testing protocol.  The specific request was to run the failing reference oil (TMC 435-1 in the note) at every reference test and to increase our testing frequency to 50 days or 15 tests.  We decided we would implement fully these suggestions and have been running the failing reference oil (which is TMC 435 and not TMC 435-1 which was not approved at that time) and increased the testing frequency as recommended.   This change in protocol appears to have been successful in that certified cells now fail the failing oil.  Overall the test has gone from running about 0.5 standard deviations mild to running 0.24 standard deviations mild since the change (this will be reported at the B.7 bench test meeting at the June ASTM D2 meeting).  So we have moved in the desired direction. 

        Now there has been a change.  We exhausted our allotted supply of TMC 435 oil and were forced to switch to TMC 435-1 blend.  This blend gives significantly more mild MRV results in ROBO testing.  About half the tests fail (MRV >60,000 mPa.s or Yield Stress) and half pass the SAE J300 limit.  As we no longer have a clear pass/fail oil, we are considering returning to using all three of our test oils for our single test re-certification work.  We feel this TMC 435-1 oil is no more, or less, discriminating than our other two oils, 434-1 and 438 and that valuable data can be obtained by cycling all three oils (our protocol still calls for 435-1 to be run with twice the frequency of the other two oils).  Meanwhile we have asked for a new blend, 435-2, to see if a better MRV match can be made.  The blender has agreed and is optimistic that it can be better. 

        As for our testing frequency, we do incur additional expense by doing this and seek your guidance in possibly relaxing the frequency perhaps back to our original 100 days or 25 tests. 

        So, please let us know your thoughts on: 

1.  return to testing three TMC reference oils, 435-1, 434-1 and 438 in our single test certifications. 

2.  decrease testing frequency from 50 days/15 tests to 100 days/25 tests or something in between. 

We next meet on Friday June 25, 2010 and will discuss these proposals then. 

                        Alan Flamberg 

                        ASTM D7528 (ROBO) Surveillance Panel Chair 

From: "Anderson, Doug" <Doug_Anderson@americanchemistry.com>

Sent: 06/24/2010 04:18 PM
To: Flamberg, Alan
Subject: (Resend) Alan: ROBO Response

June 24, 2010

Mr. Alan Flamberg

ASTM D7528 (ROBO) Surveillance Panel Chair

Dear Alan,

Thank you for your email.   ACC PAPTG met and reviewed your email. ACC PAPTG has been very pleased that the shortened referencing period seemed to result in improved test precision.  We hope the panel will be very aggressive in maintaining and improving precision going forward. 

Best regards,

Jerry Wang

PAPTG Chair

Doug Anderson

PAPTG Manager       

___________________

W.D. (Doug) Anderson

Petroleum Additives Panel Manager/

Product Approval Protocol Task Group (PAPTG) Manager

American Chemistry Council

1300 Wilson Boulevard

Arlington, VA 22209

Office: 703.741.5616
