ROBO Monday September 14, 2009, 10AM EDT

Issued: September 30, 2009
ROBO (ASTM D7528) Surveillance Panel

Minutes

1.  Welcome and agenda review.


Attendance

	Afton
	Shelia Thompson

	ASTM TMC
	Tom Schofield

	BASF
	Derek Wong

	Chevron Oronite
	Mark Sutherland

	Intertek
	Joe Franklin

	Lubrizol
	Herman George

Rick Hartman

	RohMax
	Alan Flamberg

Ray Romaszewski

Pam DeFlavees

Joan Souchik

	RT Vanderbilt
	Al Filho

Steve Wojtowicz

	SwRI
	Becky Grinfield

Joe De La Cruz

	Valvoline
	Amol Savant


2.  Statement of the issues.  


Test perceived variability which appears to be cell-to-cell with some cells being consistently mild. 


GF-5 reaching it’s final definition stage.  ROBO could be removed if the perception of some cells being significantly mild is not resolved.  


ROBO variability will be discussed at the next ACC PAPTG meeting later this week.  Would like to convince them we are actively working on the issues.

3.  Presentation of the situation with data and recommendations for discussion.


PowerPoint presentation


435-1 RR



TMC test rig monitoring data and trends



Method operating improvement recommendations



TMC protocol revision suggestions


Plots and notes from Joe Frankin distributed during the teleconference


435-1 distribution of labs and trend in each lab 



Time trend of TMC oils in each rig

Decisions:

D1.  Add 435-1 oil to the method guidelines as a suitable shake-down oil with the same guideline targets as 435.  Do this first by TMC information letter. (AF A1 – action below)
D2.  Add 435-1 to the TMC sampling program to be run at the frequencies described in the Actions section of these minutes.  Data gathered will be for information only and not part of the calibration acceptance criteria.  (TS A1 and TS A2)
D3.  Request more oil be made available to ROBO labs for instrument shake-down. (TS A3 and TS A4)
D4.  Implement a 70% maximum volatiles limit for TMC calibration acceptance on all three calibration oils and issue a non-mandatory note that volatiles >70% on any ROBO run are an indication that all results for that run be treated with caution. (AF A2)
D5.  Examine outlier volatiles data (<35, >70) in TMC database for calculation and reporting errors. (AFA3)
D6.  Issue a Best Practices letter.  (RR A1)
Items discussed:

I1.  Proposal to accept now 435-1 as a TMC calibration reference oil for ROBO with existing 435 limits.  The group was not in agreement regarding the status of 435-1 for future calibrations.  
I2.  Proposal to implement 2 tests in place of one calibration test in TMC monitoring and/or increase frequency of calibration testing to 50 days / 15 runs.  This proposal was not accepted but a compromise was reached with the additional 435-1 runs (see D2 related actions).  
I3.  Proposal to change TMC limits for existing oils.  Not accepted by the group.

I4. Items for future consideration remain items for future consideration.  These include defined + - volatiles limits for TMC oils, lab or rig severity factors, bias rules and pVisc limits.  

Actions:
Tom Schofield:


TS A1.  Include a blind coded sample of 435-1 oil with each 100 day/ 25 run calibration run.  As soon as the oils are in place, re-calibration will require two coded runs.  One oil will be one of the three TMC oils (run with the same frequency as before, i.e., 435 twice as often as 434-1 or 438) and one oil will be 435-1.  Only the results of the original TMC oil will be used to determine certification acceptance.  The results of 435-1 will be used to gather more data on that oil and to track test stand severity.  The 435-1 runs will not count in calibration acceptance determinations.  This practice of running two oils is temporary and will cease as soon as the Surveillance Panel decides enough data has been obtained.  

TS A2.  Distribute enough 435-1 oil so that each test rig can perform one intermediate test on this oil.  This test should be run roughly midway between then next two calibration runs at a time amenable to the lab’s scheduling.  The purpose of these runs is to generate more frequent time depend data.  This will address the question:  Is 100 days/ 25 runs frequent enough?  Participation in this exercise is voluntary.  All labs indicated a willingness to participate, but not necessarily on all rigs.

TS A3.  Ask those who control these oils that a drum each of 434-1. 438 and 435-1 oils be made available to the ROBO group for the purposes of rig initial calibrations, trouble shooting and method improvements.


TS A4.  If item 3 receives an affirmative reply, distribute 1 gal. samples to those who request them, for the purposes stated above.

Alan Flamberg:


AF A1.  435-1 was approved as an oil suitable for use with the guidelines in ASTM D7528.  Include in minutes (Done) and issue an information letter.


AF A2.  Prepare and distribute for comment a ROBO information letter implementing a 70% maximum limit on volatility for acceptance of data on any of the three TMC calibration oils.  Add a non-mandatory note that the users of ROBO data should treat with caution any viscometric results from runs with volatility >70%.


AF A3.  Contact labs with outlier volatility data and have them check their notebooks, calculations and reporting.

Ray Romaszewski:


RR A1.  Prepare and distribute for comment a best practices letter detailing the practices discussed at the meeting (and other useful advice that comes to mind).    These practices can then be used by the labs to improve their techniques.  Some or all of them may later be added to the method at the discretion of the Panel (and subsequent ASTM balloting).  Some of the methods discussed include valve cleaning frequency, flow meter practices, vacuum pump and vacuum system properties, heater voltage settings and volatility targets.  
4.  Request to revise how operationally invalid runs are treated.


This topic was deferred to our next meeting.  The primary request was to not include obviously operationally invalid tests in the two successive test requirement for new or adjusted rigs.  Other editing has been suggested by Tom Schofield.  
5.  Review actions.


See above.
6.  Schedule next meeting.


Probably October 13, 2009 with a back-up date of October 14.
(Note:  ACC-PAPTG is asking us to reconsider some of our plans, so we will try to hold this next meeting sooner.)




Alan Flamberg




Chair, Surveillance Panel




Tel:  (215) 706 5818




Email:  alan.flamberg@evonik.com
