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DATA COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
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8:30  CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Frank Farber called the meeting to order at 8:30. He reviewed the agenda items and added XML discussion to item 7. The revised agenda is shown as attachment 1. Frank also reviewed several changes to the panel membership (attachment 2). The attendance list is shown as attachment 3. 


The minutes of the May 11, 2000 meeting were approved with the clarification that Frank Farber asked  Dave Hood to chair a sub-panel to investigate electronic data transmission methods after Kathy Haskell declined due to her impending resignation from the panel.

8:40  EOFT/EOWT BETA TEST REVIEW

Mark Griffin reviewed EOFT/EOWT beta test history (attachment 4). No major problems were encountered.

8:45  T-10 BETA TESTING

Mike Eischen reviewed the T-10 beta testing timeline (attachment 5). He plans to begin beta testing immediately on his return to the office after this meeting.

8:50  1Q AND M-11 EGR BETA TESTING

Mark Griffin reported that he is holding 1Q beta testing until the T-10 is completed (the present number of the panel participants is too small to permit beta testing concurrent with T-10). Frank Farber reminded the group that PC-9 matrix testing is slated to begin the week of November 13 and that T-10, 1Q, and M-11 EGR will, therefore, need to be completed by then. 


Mark added that since it appears that the panel member who had originally offered to develop the M‑11 EGR report package may be unable to, he would like to offer a one developed by Southwest as a substitute. The M-11 surveillance panel has not reviewed any report package as yet. Frank asked that Mark send Jeff Clark a copy of the package to solicit surveillance panel input.

8:57  PRIORITIZATION OF UPCOMING TEST AREAS

Frank Farber reviewed the prioritization of report package development (attachment 6) and requested a volunteer to head L-10 beta testing. Maryse Shull will investigate the possibility of Ethyl assuming leadership.

9:00  REPORT FORM/DATA DICTIONARY STATUS

Frank Farber reported on the status of report form and data dictionary development (attachment 7). Mark Griffin asked Frank about the status of report packages for TC2 and TC3. Frank said that he would talk to Rich Grundza about obtaining “surveillance panel-approved” versions of those report packages.

9:11  TMC TELECOM SUMMARY

Frank Farber reviewed the list of reference oil test results telecommed to TMC (attachment 8).

9:13  ETRTM REVIEW

Frank Farber reviewed the changes made to the ETRTM document at the last meeting (attachment 9). The panel was unanimous in crediting the newly added repeating fields examples as being particularly helpful.


The panel agreed to modify section 3.0 to conform to the wording used in the preface of the Electronic Data Transmission Methods (EDTM) report being developed by Dave Hood’s sub-panel (see page 8 of attachment 9). 


Mark Griffin suggested adding a section 5.0 to deal with rules for extended length tests. Frank asked Mark to work up some wording for the next meeting.


Frank proposed a change to the rules governing the use of the field TOTCOM and the associated comment fields. The panel agreed to the change as modified on page 1 of attachment 10. This change, however, still conflicts with section 2.10.5 (all fields must be sent, even if blank). During a break, Mark Griffin and Mike Eischen worked up the wording shown on page 2 of attachment 10 to be added to section 2.10.5. Several panel members were uncomfortable approving the change immediately since they were not sure of exactly how their present code was written. Frank agreed to put this item to a fax/email ballot outside of the meeting to give the participants an opportunity to check their code before voting. The change was unanimously approved on October 31.

10:28  L-10 FUELCODE DISCUSSION

For the L-10 injector test, the test fluid is diesel fuel as opposed to oil. During the development of the report package, therefore, the TMC had considered changing the header field OILCODE to FUELCODE. Given that this is a key header field and is used to uniquely identify a test and is, consequently, imbedded in a great deal of existing software, the panel was reluctant to change. Realizing, however, that some users of L-10 could possibly find it confusing to use OILCODE, the panel agreed to change the description attached to OILCODE to “test sample/material identifier” to make it apply more generically to disparate test areas. 

10:35  ELECTRONIC DATA TRANSMISSION METHODS SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT

Dave Hood, chairman of the Electronic Data Transmission Methods sub-panel, summarized the progress made toward finding a suitable replacement for the soon-to-be-obsolete X.400 standard (attachment 11). The expected features of any replacement will be high security, wide availability, and affordability (among others – refer to the minutes of the EDTM sub-panel meeting for full details, Mike Kahn, secretary). Dave expects to make a replacement recommendation at the next DCC meeting tentatively scheduled for April 26, 2001.

10:57  REVIEW OF SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES

Frank Farber reviewed the DCC scope and objectives. The panel made no changes.

10:59  REPORT FORM/DATA DICTIONARY DEVELOPMENT

Frank Farber reviewed the schedule of report form and data dictionary development. No new report packages were added (attachment 6).

11:03  .PDF FINAL REPORT TRANSMISSION

Frank Farber noted that at one point, at least one lab had expressed interest in devising an alternative to paper final test reports. Frank mentioned the Adobe .pdf file format as one possible option. He asked the group if anyone has made any progress in this direction. Mark Griffin reported that his lab has done some investigating but that nothing concrete has been done and he expects nothing to happen in the immediate future.

11:06  JETFORM CENTRAL

JetForm has been the standard form creation tool used by DCC since its inception. Frank Farber, anticipating updating software used internally at TMC, surveyed the panel to discover what software is used by the labs and how they use it. Some labs (and TMC) have been investigating JetForm’s JetForm Central. While this is a very complete package, it is also very expensive. After some discussion, it appears as though an opening exists to switch to a different software standard. No lab is using the full capabilities of JetForm. Frank asked the panel to suggest to him possible replacements in the coming weeks.

11:19  XML

Jody Fromer gave a brief overview of the capabilities and requirements of XML. Frank Farber encouraged the panel members to investigate the implications of XML for their labs and be prepared to discuss it at the next meeting.

11:36  PRIORITIES

Frank Farber reviewed and revised the scheduling of the panel’s remaining objectives (attachment 12).


11:36  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for April 26, 2001 in San Antonio, TX. The chairman collected $42.25 from each of the ten participants to cover meeting room expenses. Meeting was adjourned at 11:45.

ACTION ITEMS

TMC
1)
Update ETRTM with changes made this meeting.

2) Obtain “surveillance panel-approved” versions of the TC2 and TC3 report packages.


EDTM sub-panel
1)
Recommend a replacement data transmission method to X.400.


Mark Griffin
1)
Provide Jeff Clark with a copy of Southwest Research’s M-11 EGR report package.

2) Create proposed ETRTM rules for dealing with extended length tests for inclusion as a new section (5.0).


All

1)
Investigate/recommend possible replacement for JetForm.




2)
Investigate implications of XML for discussion at the next meeting.
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